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the consequences which may result from the Russian autho-
rities disregarding the existing international treaties on the
subject of epidemic disease, and it is remarkable that a

French medical journal, the Semaine Medicccle, also joins with
the German papers in severely blaming the action of our
Eastern neighbour. In these circumstances the suggestion
that medical attach&eacute;s should be appointed at the various
German embassies to inform their Government as to the
health of the countries to which the ambassadors are

accredited ought very soon to be carried into effect, begin-
ning with the embassy at St. Petersburg.

The Transmission of Relapsing Fever.
According to the Deutsche Ostafrika Zeitung, a German

East African journal quoted by the T7ossische Zeitung, Professor
Koch has succeeded in ascertaining the mode of transmission
of relapsing fever. He has found that, just as in Texas
fever, the spirilla of relapsing fever are conveyed from
patients to other persons by a tick-the ornithororus Larigni.
These ticks when they bite patients swallow the spirilla, which
they subsequently introduce into the blood of healthy persons.
This species of tick is found throughout the German

possessions in East Africa. The disease is contracted espe-
cially in the inns and shelter-houses along the caravan roads
of the colony. The governor of the colony has therefore
ordered his military and civilian subordinates to abstain
from entering these shelter-houses together with, or

immediately after, natives. Professor Koch, who will probably
make another long stay in Africa, is busy with experiments
the object of which is the removal of the ticks by chemical
agents from the floors of dwellings. His researches on the

subject of relapsing fever date back to a period many years
ago and were begun by him as a district medical officer when
he succeeded in inoculating monkeys with the spirillum.

Sept. 23rd. 
___________________

CONSTANTINOPLE.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The A_p_proach of Cholera. 
GREAT and extensive precautionary measures are being

taken by the Conseil Superieur de Sante " of the Turkish
metropolis to ward off the possible invasion of the country by
the epidemic of cholera. Since 1893, when the scourge raged
in Constantinople and in the provinces with terrific force, the
medical men and sanitary authorities of the Ottoman capital
have learned many a lesson of warning and vigilance. There
is no more now, as there used to be, in matters concerning
public health, that nonchalant easy-going manner of dealing
with things that distinguishes the oriental trend of mind.
Thus the Supreme Sanitary Council ordered the construction
of barracks at the stations of Zibefdje and Mustapha-Pasha,
where all the passengers coming from Europe and showing
any suspicious symptoms will be subjected to strict medical
supervision. On the arrival at the chief station of Stambul
everyone has to undergo a medical examination. Strict
precautions are also taken at Cavac, the entrance station on
the upper Bosphorus near the Black Sea. Those passengers
who come from Hamburg and the German province Posen,
and who have already undergone a medical examination
before entering Turkish territory, will have to submit their
dirty underclothing to a thorough disinfection on their arrival
at Constantinople. The railway carriages and the cabins of
the steamers occupied by these passengers will also be dis-
infected. The latter will, besides, be submitted to a five

days’ medical supervision at their homes. At Constantinople
itself, where hygienic and sanitary arrangements are still far
from being very satisfactory, all is being done to remove every
source of danger. Streets are being cleaned in the early
morning under the inspection of specially appointed men.
Chloride of lime is being extensively used to disinfect public
privies, stables, &c.

A New Hospital for S’yphilitics.
At Angora in Asiatic Turkey a new hospital will be con-

structed for the treatment of venereal and syphilitic diseases.
The plans of the establishment have already been approved
by the Government and the funds necessary for the upkeep
of it have been secured by the Sanitary Council of the State.
The expense of the construction is estimated to amount tc
149,000 piastres. The annual amount for the maintenance
of the establishment will be 150,000 piastres. The hospital
will have two wards, a male and a female one. A

superintendent with an efficient staff of medical attendants-
will be attached to it.

The Circumeision of Mahomedan Children.
One of the curious acts of generosity which the Sultan

Abdul-Hamid exercises on such festive occasions as, for-

instance, the last anniversary of his accession to Othman’s
throne, is the circumcision of poor Mahomedan children at
the expense of his private purse. During the last two weeks
about 3000 children were thus circumcised at the Padishah’s-
hospital, Hamidie. Every one of them received also, after
the performance of the religious operation, nice presents
from the Sultan as well as from the inmates of his harem.
The operation was performed by 20 medical men in co&ouml;pera-
tion with hodjas of the Islam. The usual age at which
Mahomedan children are circumcised is 13 years but this-
varies greatly according to circumstances. It very frequently
happens that Mussulmans are subjected to the religious
operation at the age of 20 years and even later.

A Higlt Distinction for a Medical Man.
The distinguished Greek physician of Constantinople, Dr.

Zambaco Pasha, has been decorated by the Sultan with the
Grand Cordon of the Osmanie in brilliants in recognition of
his eminent services to Turkey.

Sept.19th. 
__________________

CANADA.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Canadian Medical assoc2ataon.

THE thirty-eighth annual meeting of the Canadian
Medical Association was held in Halifax, Nova Scotia, from
August 22nd to 25th. The president was Dr. John Stewart
of Halifax whilst Dr. George Elliott of Toronto acted as
general secretary. This is the third time that a meeting of
Canada’s national medical organisation has been held in that
city, the last occasion being in 1881. Then 53 persons were

present; this year there were more than four times as

many. Then some were present who had journeyed
1300 miles ; now some were present who had journeyed
4000 miles. This shows that the medical profession in
Canada does not stop at magnificent distances. Ther

presidential address was delivered by Dr. John Stewart,
the address in surgery by Mr. Francis M. Caird of the-
Royal Infirmary of Edinburgh, the address in medicine

by Dr. D. A. Campbell of Halifax, the address in

gynascology by Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Baltimore,
U.S.A., and the address in ophthalmology by Dr.
J. W. Stirling of Montreal. All these were of a high
order and received the deserved applause of the assembled
members. The most important item of practical medical
politics as it concerned the Canadian medical profession
dealt with was the question of reorganisation. Discussion
on this led to the appointment of a special committee with
Professor McPhedran of the University of Toronto as chair-
man. One member was appointed from each of the provinces
of the Dominion of Canada and this special committee
made an interim report suggesting complete reorganisation
of the Canadian Medical Association on the lines of the
British Medical and American Medical Associations, with
probably city, county, and provincial branches, incorpora-
tion, permanent membership, and the publication of an

association journal. This committee was authorised to
continue its labours and to report as fully as possible
at the next annual meeting to be held in Toronto at
the same time as the meeting of the British Medical
Association. The formal opening of the meeting took

place on the afternoon of August 22nd, when proceedings
were commenced with prayer by the Rev. President Forrest
of Dalhousie University. Following that reverend gentle-
man his honour Lieutenant Governor Jones formally wel-
comed the visiting delegates in a felicitous speech on behalf
of the province of Nova Scotia. Then his worship the
Mayor of Halifax extended a cordial welcome on behalf
of the corporation of that city. Next the president of the
Nova Scotia Medical Society, Dr. H. A. March of Bridge-
water, Nova Scotia, read an address of welcome from
the Medical Society of Nova Scotia, this latter society
standing as hosts to the national medical organisation.
This over the President delivered the annual presidential
address, one of the best in the history of the organisa-
tion. Succeeding him one of the prominent and older


